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THE 


REHEARSAL. 


1, Objeétion, That Afferting the Tudependenty of the Charch in Spirituals, Savours 


of Popery- 
9. Presbytery was 


Eraftian from its Birth. 


Popery likewife Eraftian, And gave us the Ad of Submiffion of the Clerc 
3. Popery ee gy 


4. The Book call’d The Rights of t 
And is Popery at the Bottom. 
_ A fhort Account of it. 


Chriftian Charch takes its Rife fiom thar, 


And its Foundation overthrown. 


6. A particular Axfiver to the Preface of it. 
7. It Confounds the Conftitution of the Church, and her Legal Eftablifhment. 





SATURDAY, December 14. 1706. 





(1.) Country-man, Ti fay, after, 
that the Indepen- 
dency of the Church, 

as to her Spiritual Power,which the Bifhops and 


Clergy in Scotland fo Strongly Afferted, and 
in which they Prevail’d, is a Spice of Po- 


ery. 

O Reheerfa. Who fays fo? None but they 
who want Shame, or Underftanding. Popery 
is an J Word. And when fome Men want 
Argument againft any Truth, they Throw 
Popery at it. Tho” without Rhime or Rea- 
fon. And think that enough to Blaf it, 
if it were an Article of the Creed. But this 
makes againft Popery, as I fhall fhew you. 
And Popery has favour’d Eraftianifm. Yet 
{peaks againft it. 


(2.) The Presbyterians in Scotland (as | told 
you) Objet Erajtianifm againft the Bifhops 
and Clergy there, who have been the No- 
ble? and Boldeftf ASSERTORS of the Rights 
of the Church, that any Later Age can Pro- 
duce. And thefe Presbyterians Object it, 
who Themfelves Yield to what they Call 
Eraftianifm in the State, and make Ufe of it 
againft the Epifcopal Clergy there at this Day. 
And was not Epifcopacy Abolifh’d there, and 
Presbytery Eftablifh’d, in the Beginning of 
this Revolution, by a meer Lay-Authority ? 
Was ther fo much as one Spiritual Perfon 
in that Parliament which made this Change 
in the CharchGovernment there ? 

The Presbyterians Cannot fay but they 
‘are Gainers by Eraftianifm, how much fo- 
ever they Hate it! Let them fhew that 
Country or Place in the World where ever 
Presbytery Enter’d but by Eraftianifm, by 
Lay-Power and Authority, by Lay-Cannon, 
Swords, and Muskets! 

And if Presbytery was Conceiv’d in the 


Womb of Eraftianifm, has Suck’d its Adlk, | 
and is {till Nourifh’d by it; how Decently | 





by the Death of their Adother. As if that 
were a Jult Fudgment upon thofe who fhou’d 
bring fuch Poy/fox into the World. 


(3.) Country-m. But, Aafer, # ther no 
Ercftianifm in Popery? 

Rehearj, All we have of it came from 
Thence, When the Pope began to Engrofs 
the whole L£p:/copal Power into his own 
hands, he took id of the Temporal Princes, 
and Shar’d the Spoils of the Church with them, 
to Support his own V/purpation. He Sold the 
Tythes of God to them, as Grand Treafirer 
of the Church, to make all other Bifhops and 
Clergy Depend wholly upon him. He gave 
Princes the Nominations to fuch and {uch 
Bifhopricks, that he might furely keep the 
Reft to himfelf. As the Learned Dr. Burner, 
now Bifhop of Sarum, fays very well in his 
Hiftory of the Regale p. 241. The King and 
the Pope agreed to Divide the Promotions to all 
Prelacies between them. 

And thus it is at this Day in France, Spain, 
and other Popi(h Countries, the Frinces do 
Nominate to Bifhopricks, and other Ecclefi- 
aftical Preferments, according to the Cencor- 
dats and Agreements made by the Pope with 
them. Yet they obje& to us, our Kings 
Naming to Bifhopricks and other Ecclefia/fi- 
cal Dignitiesin England. Tho’ that wag done 
by our Kings before the Reformation. 

And it was before the Reformatioh that the 
Submiffion of the Clergy was made 25 Her. 
VIII. c, 19. which has Occafion’d fo many 
Difputes fince. But be that what it will, the 
Church of Rome has no Pretence to Charge 
it upon Us, they muft Anfwer for it them- 
felves. Nor can they obje@ this 4 of 
Submiffion againft Us, unlefs they will fay, 
That we are not Reform’d far enough yes 
from Popery. 


(4.) Country-m. But The Rights of the Chri- 


do’s it look to fee the Presbyterians Rail at | ftian Church, &c. (of which you have taken 
it, and Abjure it? Are they Sworn to De- | fome Notice already) lays the main ftrefs 
firoy that which firft gave them Birth? | upon this Ad of Submiffion, and other Aés 
They have Conftantly Praftss'd it. They | of Parliament made atter the Reformatior, 


have made their way to Life (like the Viper,) | which’ wete ail Grounded upon this .4é& of 
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Submifion, and Infer’d from it. Whence he 
pro he fe we have no Charch, Priefthood, 
or Sacraments. 

Rebearf. He means fince the Reformation. 
By which he wou’d lead us back again to 
Fopery. But if all this can be Jnferr’d from 
the At of Submiffion, That it leaves us 
neither Chiron, Priefthood, nor Sacraments, 
it muft be charg’d back again upon Popery 5 
fince that Cowvocation which made it, and 
the Kirg and Parliament which pafs’'d it 
into a Law, were then all Papiffs. For it 
was before even the Beginning of the Re- 
formation, ‘(> 

Country-m. O, Mafter, he fpeaks mightily 
againft Popery too. 
© Rehearf. That is a common Blind. But 
if he couw’d perfwade us, That ther is no 
Charch or Priefthood in the Reformation, the 
natural Confequence woud be, That Men 
woud run back again to Popery. Since 
all People will have fome Church and Reli- 
gicn or other, be it True or Falfe, And 
no Naties of Aten can be Perfwaded out 
of it. Whatever particular Arheifts or 
Deifts ther may be. 

And no Evmiffary of Rome coud fet up 
a Topick more Beneficial to Popery in Eng- 
land at this Day, than what is Advanc’d 
in this Book of the Rights. 

And it is the more Su/picious, That the 
Reputed Author (and who I hear does not 
much deny it) turn’d Papi? and went to 24a/s 
in K. fames’s time; but Return’d fince with 
the Fafhion. 

_ Country-m. That is a firewd Su/picionindeed! 

But, Adafter, Let him be a Papsft in Aaskerade, 
or if, by his Playing Fat and Loofe with 
his Religion, he has Lef it, and Argu’d 
himfelf into an theif, or whatever he be, 
yet let us confider his Arguments, for this 
Book is mightily Gry'd up, and Boafted of as 
Unanfwerable’ And ther are many Men 
wou'd fain have no Church or Religion at 
all. And thefe Hugg this Book, as fully 
Anfwering: their Defigns. 


(5.) Rebearf’ To’ give you the main of 
this Book, in one word, it is this. That 
the Charch has no Authority but from the 
State, nor the State but from the People. 
This is the whole Scope and Drift of this 
Book. And which if he coud Prove, it 
wou'd indeed Effectually Overthrow all Church 
and Religiox whatfoever, fince it is impof- 
fible thefe cou’d be True, if they had no 
Deeper a Foundation than what the People 
coud give them. 

It wou'd likewife Us-hing all the Civil 
Governments in the World, by Placing them 
upon the Foundation of Mobb, as I have 
fhew’d before Num. 156. And that his 
Notion of the Original of Government coming 
not from the Power that any Man had to 


Difpofe of Himfelf, but from the Right he } 


had to Difpofe of the Lives and Fortunes of 


all other Men, for his own Prefervation, was | 


much more Ridiculous than the former Scheme 


f giving every: Man | Bi f |. 
of giving y- Man leave to Difpofe o thath been Tranfacted in the Convocation. 


Himjelf. And that it Selv’d none of the 
Difficulties which attended the former Scheme,’ 
bus made them Greater, and more Abfurd. 
And having thus fairly Overthrown his 
whole Foandation, upon which all his Book 


lis Built, it may jaftly pafs for a fol Anfor: 


to all his Book. But 1 will go through fon. * 
other Particulars, to fhew you the a: 
of Management, as well as the Principts that 
are fet forth in this Book. 


(6.) He fpends his long Preface upo 
Englifh Reformation. He in he AB of ‘ik 
wmiffion as the Foundation, and Quotes as many 
Ats of Parliament as he can in Conformation 
and Improvment of it. And this he  calfs 
the Conjfitution of the Church of Englan 
as by Law Eftablifbed. And Difputes againg 
two Independent Powers in the fame Kingdom, 
He makes long Quotations out of a Book 
call’d, The Cafe of the Regale &c. But Are: 


every Reader, whether the Cafe be not ra. 
ther an Anfwer to the Rights, than the Rights 
to the Cafe? 

He fays nothing to Seft. iv. of the Caf; 
where his Objection of Imperium in Imperio, 
or two Independent Powers, is fully Anfwer'd. ; 

He overlooks Seé#. ix. Concerning our 
LAWS at prefent, and fince tho Refermation, 
And Sei. xxi. where it is fhew’d in Nine 
Inftances, how far we have Referm'd from 
our firft Reformation. And therefore that 
All of it, is not to be Charg’d upon us at this 
Day. 

Therefor let Men ceafe to Admire this 
Bcok of the Rights, till he has given fome 
Anfwer or other to thefe things which he 
Pretends to Anfwer: Otherwife all he fays 
is Trifeling, he Repeats Objeftions that have 
been already 4n/wer’d in the fame Book 
which he Quotes, 


(7.) Then he Confounds the Conffitution 
tof the Church, and her Effablifhmsent by 
Law. The Ejftablifoment by Law may be 
Alter'd, or Taken away, as of Lgpifcopacy in 
Scotland. But the Conffitution of the Church 
fhe muft Receive from her Founder. And 
is the Same in all Churches. And for that, 
whether fhall we take the Sxbmijfion of a 
‘Popifh Convocation, lying under the Harrows 
of a Premunire; or Of a Proteftant Church 
of Bifhops and Clergy, ftoutly Afferting the 
Rights of the Chriftran Church, although they 
}were then under the like Penalty; and who 
Prevail’d to Get them fully Recogniz’d by @ 
Proteftant King and Government ? 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


T. Paul nomover of Sedition, or a Brief Vindicati- 
on of that Apoftle, from the Falfeand Difingenuous 
Expofition of Mr..Aoadly, ina Sermon-preach’d before 
the Lord Mayor on Rom. Xiii. v. 1. 
HE. Eftablihhment of the Church, the 
Prefervation of the State. : 
A Parallel between the Faith and Doétrine 
of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chief Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 
Andalfoa Parallel between Onakerifm and Popery. 
N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
Schifm, Toleration, cc. In a Letter 
to a Friend. 
A Collection of papers concerning what 


Two Sticks made one, Or, The Devil 


‘upon Dun. 





A Warning for the Church of 
England. . 
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fwers not One of them. And I Appeal to — 










































